The potential for contamination of continuous spinal catheters.
The distal tip of 100 spinal catheters were cultured. They were obtained from 100 patients receiving continuous spinal anesthesia, 32 of whom underwent orthopedic surgery and 68 urologic surgery. The catheters remained in place 24 to 72 hours. Six of the catheters were found contaminated; five of the six were obtained from orthopedic patients and one of an urologic patient. There was a statistically significant difference between the duration of implantation and contamination, in the time span of 24 to 72 hours. There was no statistical significance between the duration of implantation and contamination neither in orthopedic nor in urologic patients. None of these catheters caused any clinical infection.